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25143	  Itokawa	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Discovered	  1998	  Sept.	  26	  by	  the	  Lincoln	  Laboratory	  Near-‐Earth	  
Asteroid	  Research	  Team	  at	  Socorro. 	  	  
Hideo	   Itokawa	   (1912-‐1999)	   is	   regarded	   as	   the	   Father	   of	   Japanese	   rocketry.	   An	  
aerospace	  engineer,	   Itokawa	   ini�ated	  Japan's	  first	   launch	  tests	  of	   the	  solid	  rocket	  
series	   called	   "Pencil"	   in	   1955.	   Under	   his	   unique	   vision	   and	   strong	   leadership,	   his	  
rockets	  reached	  space	  by	  1960	  and	  put	  Japan's	  first	  satellite	  into	  orbit	  in	  1970.	   	  	  
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The	  largest	  member	  of	  Erigone	  Family

Belongs	  to	  another	  low-‐albedo	  family

1999	  JU3
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Tp=7.625 hr assumed
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Rotational phase
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